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Education

Jorn Gessner, Dipl. Biol., Dr. agr.
Born: 26. April 1962 in Hamburg
Nationality: German

1983 - 1990: Studies in biology at University of Hamburg: zoology, botany, physiology, systematics,

genetics, microbiology, anthropology, statistics, physics, inorganic and organic chemistry

During the specialization phase: in depth studies on fisheries biology, limnology,
oceanography, and aquaculture. Additional studies in zoology: physiology, parasitology,
developmental biology, zoogeography. Additonal studies in microbiology: physiology and
genetics of bacteria and fungi.

Participated in research-projects and field investigations with the Federal Institution for
Fisheries Research, mainly with the Institute of Coastal and Inland Fisheries and the Institute
for Capture Techniques

1989-1990 Thesis on the "Behavior of sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus R.) under the experimental
aquaculture conditions”, including a 2 month reseach phase at Malaspina College, Nanaimo,
British Columbia, Canada under the Canadian-German Cooperation

April 1990 Diploma (MSc) in Biology, specialization in fisheries sciences, zoology and microbiology

December 2008 Promotion Doctorum rerum agriculturarum, Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin,

,Summa cum laude”
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Working Experience

Professional development and training

1988 - 1991

1991

1992

1991 - 1995

1993 - 1994

1994 - 1996

1994 - present

1996 - 1998
1996 - 2009
1997

Scientific assistant with Prof. H. Rosenthal, Institute for Marine Sciences, University
of Kiel. Including 2 months research field work on the behaviour of larval sturgeon at
Malaspina College, Nanaimo, B.C., Canada

Participant in an experiment on sublittoral aeration in an eutrophic lowland lake in
Germany for the Senate for Environmental Protection of the City of Hamburg

Co-worker (with Prof. H. Rosenthal) in a report on the feasibility and possible design
of a fish ladder in an embanked tidal Elbe estuary in Hamburg for the Senate for
Environmental Protection of the City of Hamburg

Consultant for production management, and technical and biological advisor for a
major German sturgeon farm (SAXENSTOR Edle Fische GmbH, Eula, Germany)

General manager for hafiko - Handelsfischkompanie mbH, the sales branch of
SAXENSTOR

Consultant for fish farming and international project development with FISKO GmbH,
Hamburg, Germany; scientific and practical development of a sturgeon farm in
Beijing, China, including production planning and negotiating the contract;
subsequent training of personnel

Co-founder and chairman of the "Society to Save the Sturgeon (Gesellschaft zur
Rettung des Stors (A. sturio) e.V.)", aiming at the coordination and organization of
sturgeon research and stock management in Western and Central Europe, mainly
involved in the integration of the different interest groups in this topic under the
Society, planning and management of joint activities, project development, public
relations

Project manager for the E&E research programme on the "Conservation and
enhancement of Common sturgeon on the Odra river" funded by Federal Agency for
Nature Conservation

Project employed Staff member Leibniz-Institute for Freshwater Ecology and Inland
Fisheries

Participant in a course on scientific communicating: publication and presentation
techniques for scientists at the Institute for Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries,
Berlin
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1998

1997 - 2001

1997 - 2018

1997 — present

1999 - 2004

2001 -2003

2003 —present

2004 -2011
2004 - 2006
2005 - 2009

2009 — present

2009 - 2012

2010-2012
2011-2019

2012

2013 -2017

Participant in a course on fish parasitology: theoretical and practical aspects at the
Institute for Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries, Berlin

German co-ordinator for the German-Georgian co-operation programme on the
protection and re-establishment of A. sturio in the Rioni river

Project manager for the Helsinki Commission/Environmental Committee-Nature
Project group on Baltic sturgeon protection and enhancement, coordinating the
efforts for restoration in the Baltic Sea area with 9 members countries

German co-ordinator for the German-Polish co-operation programme on the
bilateral programme on sturgeon protection and re-establishment

Project manager for the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation funded research
programme ”Restoration of Atlantic sturgeons in Germany”

Project leader for the German — Canadian bilateral programme CAN 010/01 “Ex-situ
Malnahmen zum Aufbau eines Elterntierbestandes als Voraussetzung der
Wiedereinbirgerung des A. oxyrinchus in der Ostsee”

Co-founder of the World Sturgeon Conservation Society

Secretary General of the World Sturgeon Conservation Society e.V.

Projectmanager of the BMBF F&E Project FKZ 0330532 Investigation into the ecology
of Atlantic sturgeons as a prerequisite for the restoration of past fish community
structures of large rivers

Projectmanager/Projectleader Federal Agency for Nature Conservation funded
research programme , Species recovery of sturgeons in Germany”“ Az: Z 1.3-892 11-
6/05

Senior Scientist Leibniz-Institute for Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries
Projectleader for the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation funded research

programme BfN , Preparatory measures for the reestablishment of European
sturgeon “Acipenser sturio L. in the North Sea tributaries” Az.Z 1.3-892 11-4/09

FAO Consultant “Development of a Turkish National Action Plan”
Treasurer of the World Sturgeon Conservation Society e.V.

Co-Auditor for ISO 2001 Certification of a sturgeon aquaculture facility with the TOV-
Thuringia

IUCN Sturgeon Specialist Group and Species Survival commission, Species Assessment
officer



CV Jorn Gessner

2017 Consultant for WWF Caucasus on Sturgeon Identification Guideline and training WS
2017 — present Member of the IUCN Sturgeon Specialist Group

2018 — present Member of the Steering Committee for Iron Gates passage to the ICPDR

2019 — present WSCS Vice President

Conference organization

6 -11 Sept. 1999 First Symposium on Conservation of the Atlantic Sturgeon Acipenser sturio in
Europe, Madrid & Sevilla, Spain; 45 invited participants

- member of scientific advisory committee
- member of editorial board

- chairman of session on restoration programmes for the species

12 - 15 Mch. 2000 Symposium on Caviar Production Recent Developments & Future Trends in
Breeding, Conservation and Product Processing of Sturgeons, Berlin, Germany; 45 invited participants

- member of scientific and organizing committees

- member of editorial board

27 — 28 June 2002 “International workshop on species differentiation and population
identification in A. sturio”, Blossin; 65 invited participants

- Chair of “scientific and organizing committees”

- Editor in Chief

8.—12. Mai 2005 5th International Symposium on Sturgeons, Ramsar, Iran, 412 Teilnehmer
-Member of the Organizing Committee
-Lead of evaluation committe for the poster session

25.-31.10.2009 6th International Symposium on Sturgeons, Wuhan, China, 624 Teilnehmer
- Member of the Organizing Committee
--Lead of evaluation committe for the poster session
-Session chair
-Workshop chair

24.-28.6.2011 NASPS (North American Sturgeon and Paddlefish Society) Annual Conference
- member of organizing committee

8.-12.8.2011 ISRS 2011 2nd Biennial Symposium of the International Society for River Science
(ISRS)
-Member of the Organizing Committee
-Session chair

19.1.2012 - 21.4.2012 Co-Organizer of 2nd Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany
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16.1.2013 - 18.1.2013 Co-Organizer of 3rd Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany

21.7.13 -25.7.2013 7™ International Symposium on sturgeons
-Member of the Organizing Committee
-Member of the Scientidfic Advisory Committee
-Session chair

21.1.2014 - 23.1.2014 Co-Organizer of 4th Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany

18.1.2015 - 20.1.2015 Co-Organizer of 5th Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany

17.1.2016 - 19.1.2016 Co-Organizer of 6th Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany

10.9.2017-17.9.2017 8™ International Symposium on sturgeons, Vienna
-Co-Chair of the Organizing Committee
-Chair of the Scientific Advisory Committee
-Session chair
-Co — Editor proceedings of the Symposium in Journal of Applied Ichtyhology

18.1.2017 - 22.1.2017 Co-Organizer of 7th Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany

19.1.2018 - 23.1.2018 Co-Organizer of 8th Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,
Germany

15.1.2018 - 19.1.2019 Co-Organizer of 9th Polish-German Aquaculture and Fisheries Conference, Berlin,

Germany
Editorial work
1994 - 1999 Editor des “Sturgeon Newsletter - the biannual information brochure for the Society to Save
the Sturgeon”
1999 Co-Editor “First International Symposium on Conservation of the Atlantic Sturgeon,

Acipenser sturio in Europe” Madrid — Seville, September 1999.

2000 Co-Editor ”"Symposium on Caviar Production: Recent Development and Future Trends in
Breeding, Conservation and Product Processing of Sturgeons”.

2002 Editor der Proceedings of the international workshop on species differentiation and
population identification in Atlantic sturgeons A. sturio L. and A. oxyrinchus Mitchill, June 27
and 28%", 2002, Blossin, Germany.

2008 Co-Editor “Draft Action Plan for the conservation and restoration of the European Sturgeon”;
CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE AND NATURAL HABITATS
Standing Committee 27th meeting, Strasbourg, 26-29 November 2007

2010 Editor , Nationaler Aktionsplan zur Arterhaltung des Européischen Stores (Acipenser
sturio)”, BMU, BfN 2010



CV Jorn Gessner

2011 Co-Editor ,,Biology and Conservation of the European Sturgeon Acipenser sturio L. 1758”
Springer , 1st Edition., 2011, XXVIII, 668 p.

2014 Editor “European Sturgeon — Fish of the Year” DAFV Offenbach, 88p
2014 — present  Editorial Board Journal of Applied Ichthyology, Wiley & Sons

2016 — present Editorial Board Acta Ichtyologia & Piscatoria, Olsztyn, Poland



CV Jorn Gessner
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a) Peer Review Publications
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Anders, E., Arndt, G.-M., Gessner, J., Paetsch, U. 2005. Einige Erfahrungen mit der
Reproduktion von Storen. Fischfang und Fischerei in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 14:3-11.

Acolas, M.-L., Lassalle, G., Gessner, J. 2019. European sturgeon Acipenser sturio . pp. 94-98.
In: In: Karen Wilson, Lari Veneranta (eds), Data Limited Diadromous Species — review of
European status. ICES Cooperative Research Report No. XXX. XX pp.
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.pub.XXXX, ICES Kopenhagen, Denmark, 269pp.

Acolas, M.L., Gessner, J., Rochard, E. 2011. Population Conservation requires improved
understanding of in-situ life histories. Pp. 585-592. In: Williot, P., Rochard, E., Desse-Berset, N.,
Kirschbaum, F., Gessner, J. Biology and Conservation of the European Sturgeon Acipenser
sturio L. 1758 Springer, Heidelberg, Dordrecht, London, 663p.

Arndt, G. M., Gessner, J., Anders, E., Spratte, S., Filipak, J., Debus, L. and K. Skora. 2000.
Predominance of exotic and introduced species among sturgeons captures from the Baltic and
North Seas and their watersheds. In: Elvira, B. et al. (Eds). Proceedings of the 1st Symposium
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Madrid & Sevilla, Spain. Bol. Inst. Esp. Oceanogr. 16(4): 17-28.
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for Baltic sturgeon in the Odra River and its tributaries. J. Appl. Ichthyol.22 (Suppl. 1): 172-181.

Arndt, G.-M., Gessner, J., Raymakers, C. 2002. Trends in farming, trade and occurrence of
native and exotic sturgeons in natural habitats in Central and Western Europe. J. Appl.
Ichthyol., 18, 4-6, 444-449.

Bronzi, P., Chebanov, M., Michaels, J.T., Wei, Q., Rosenthal, H., Gessner, J. 2019. Sturgeon
meat and caviar production: Global update to 2017. Journal of Applied Ichthyology 35(1): XXX.
DOI: 10.1111/jai.13870

Bronzi, P., Rosenthal, H., Gessner, J. (2011) Global sturgeon aquaculture production: an
overview. J. Appl. Ichthyol. 27(2) 169-175.

Camara-Ruiz, M., Wuertz, S., Espirito-Santo, C., Gessner, J. 2018. How to improve foraging
efficiency for restocking measures of juvenile Baltic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus). Aquaculture
XXX, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2018.12.021

Camara-Ruiz, M., Gessner, J., Wuertz, S. 2019. Effects of environmental enrichment on neural
plasticity in juvenile Baltic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus).

Camara-Ruiz, M., Gessner, J., Wuertz, S. 2019. Does juvenile Baltic sturgeon (Acipenser
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Chinese examples to save endangered sturgeons from hydropower dams? Nature Ecology and
Evolution. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-025-02709-4

Charbonnel, A., Lassalle, G. a, Lambert, P, Quinton, E. Gessner, J., Rochard, E., Colclough, S.,
Brevé, N., Acolas, M.-L. 2024Travelling away from home? Joining global change and recovery
scenarios to anticipate the marine distribution of diadromous fish. Ecological Indicators 160 (2024)
111762

Chebanov M., Rosenthal H., Gessner J., van Anrooy R., Doukakis P., Pourkazemi,M., Williot,P.
(2012) Sturgeon hatchery practices and management for release : FAO Tech Report Series,
Guidelines: 110 pp.

Congiu, L. Gessner, J., Ludwig, A. 2023.IUCN Red List reassessment reveals further decline of
sturgeons and paddlefishes. Oryx, 2023, 57(1), 9-14

Du, K. Stock, M., Kneitz,S., Klopp, C.,Woltering, J. M., Adolfi, .C., Feron R., Prokopov, D.,
Makunin, A., Kichigin, 1., Schmidt, C., Fischer, P., Kuhl, H., Wuertz, S., Gessner,]., Kloas, W.,
Cabau, C., Lampietro, C., Parrinello, H., Tomlinson, C., Journot, L., Postlethwait, J. H., Braasch,|.,
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sequence and the mechanisms of segmental rediploidization. Nature Ecology & Evolution
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Gessner J, Jahnke A, Konig M, Kllver N, Krauss M, Lee J, Li X, Lips S, Orsini L, Rinke K, Schmitt-
Jansen M, Scholz S, Schulze T, Spahr S, Ulrich N, Weitere M, Varga E (2024) Mixtures of organic
micropollutants exacerbated the in vitro neurotoxicity of prymnesins and contributed to
aquatic toxicity during a toxic algal bloom. Nature Water, doi: 10.1038/s44221-024-00297-4

.Ferreira-Rodriguez, N., Gessner, J., Pardo, I. 2016. Assessing the potential of the European
Atlantic sturgeon Acipenser sturio to bivalve invasions in Europe. J. Fish. Biol.

Fredrich, F., Kapusta, A., Ebert, M., Duda, A, Gessner, J. 2008. Migratory Behavior of Young
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Gessner, J. Biology and Conservation of the European Sturgeon Acipenser sturio L. 1758
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